--------------------------------------------------- HISTORICAL DISCOURSE

thusiasm and faith which are capable of transforming a soldier into a
hero of victory, or a martyr.t/

Works, vol. V

In the heart of every honest British citizen there is already ready a
spark of the old sacred fire which burnt in the hearts of Milton and Crom-
well. Excite this spark, boldly and without fear. The people to whom
Nelson said nothing but the concise words : ' To-day England expects
every man to do his Duty' has not been ' corrupted' by the contorted,
immoral, and weak policy of diplomacy, and can never be so.

Speak to them of Duty. Tell them that the present duty is war.
War, with the scope of deciding whether Europe is to be left defenceless
at the mercy of successive despotic usurpations, or to become a free,
well-ordered Europe, pleasing to God, and progressing in peace. War,
with the scope of solving once for all the ancient problem whether Man
is to remain a passive slave trodden underfoot by organized brute-
force, or to become a free agent, responsible for his actions before God
and his fellow-men. War, because it is a sin and a shame to allow the
despots this perpetual licence in evil-doing ; a licence never granted to
the just and free, to progress and protection of the Nations. War,
because it is unworthy of England to look on passively at this homicidal
conflict, repeating the words of guilty Cain: * Am I my brother's
keeper? ' War, because it is never too late for expiation; and an
expiation is necessary for this vicious, un-English and unprincipled
policy, which has looked on (even lending help directly or in-
directly), at the fall of Poland, Hungary, Venice, and Rome. War,
in the noble intention of restoring Truth and Justice, and of arresting
Tyranny in her inhuman career, of renderingTthe Nations free and
happy, and causing God [to smile" upon them benignantly, of crown-
ing political and religious liberty, and making England proud and
powerful, having gained the sympathy and gratitude of the nations
that she has benefited. Tell them these things.

Tell them that there is a unity of life in Humanity, which does not
allow evil to be done or endured, without the consequences striking
the totality of it sooner or later; and that as cholera warns us to
beware of tolerating an abject, sordid, and degrading poverty in our
land, so war comes to teach us that no permanent Peace, no reciprocal
trust and stability in human affairs, can exist if Justice, Reason, and
Liberty do not form the basis of a true Balance of Power in Europe.

Letter to the President ofihe Polish meeting, 1853
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